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responsibilities were much reduced, and two days
later St. Elmo surrendered. After this Nelson seat
Troubridge with I5ooo seamen and marines to
co-operate in the reduction of Capua. This was
a dangerous move, since Nelson had already been
warned by Keith to hold his ships ready to pro-
tect Minorca in case it was attacked by Bruix.
On 13th July he had airily informed Spencer
that cc it would be a cause of some consideration
whether Minorca is to be risked, or the two
Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ? I rather think
my decision would be to risk the former." Hardly
had he written these words than he received an
order from Keith ce to send such ships as you can
possibly spare off the island of Minorca to wait
my orders.55 The words were clear and courteous,
like everything that Keith wrote ; but there was
no mistaking their meaning, and Nelson should
have complied by sending at least part of his
force. But with 1,000 men ashore, this was diffi-
cult and he therefore replied to the effect that
the restoration of the King of Naples was of
paramount importance, as was also the protection
of Naples from French attack. Fearing, however,
the results of flat disobedience, he also wrote to
Spencer defending Ms action in the most vehement
manner : <c I will not part with a single ship . „ .
I am fully aware of the act I have committed.35
On igth July a more peremptory order arrived
from Keith. Nelson knew by now that Bruix
had Joined the Spaniards at Cartagena and had
forty of the line, but he answered in exactly the
same manner as before, stressing the importance
of the siege of Capua, and adding, with unneces-
sary impertinence, " I am perfectly aware of the

